
 

 



 
Sexwale to engage business on housing shortfall, meet with banks on financing  
  
By: Esmarie Swanepoel  25th May 2009   

The new Department of Human Settlements would be approaching the top 300 JSE-listed 
companies, to assist in bridging the current 2,2-milllion housing shortfall in the country, Minister 

Tokyo Sexwale said on Monday 
 

Although companies listed on the JSE had social responsibility plans, Sexwale said he wished those 
companies would go a mile further and assist the government.  
 

“Individuals in business and other sectors are also going to be approached to see how they can 
help, particularly by building homes for other South Africans who are not so fortunate. I have 

already raised this possibility with some people and have been pleasantly surprised by the 
response,” he said at a briefing in Johannesburg. 

 
Sexwale added that the new department would also be meeting with the leadership of the banking 
industry to create new forms of finance and to increase the access to finance. 

 
“There is much to be done; we do not underestimate the complexity of the task or the volume that 

is before us. We have put our shoulders to the wheel and have made a clear commitment, because 
this is not a war that we can afford to lose.” 
 

The department, which was previously known as the Department of Housing, would also aim to 
forge ties with other government departments in an effort to create integrated human settlements, 

as opposed to reconstruction development programme (RDP) housing. 
 
Sexwale stated that the new portfolio has been re-organised and renamed to reiterate that the 

focus was no longer just on providing houses, but on creating human settlements. 
 

“We are focused on how best to settle our people for if they remain unsettled, we ourselves may 
not know peace,” said Sexwale. 
 

“Put bluntly, our task is to plan and build human settlements in a way which is integrated, 
coordinated and holistic. The settlements we should be creating must be centres where people can 

play, stay, and pray. Places where people will live, learn, and have leisure.” 
 
He said that the Human Settlement department would work closely with various other ministries, 

particularly those involved with economic policy, planning and implementation. 
 

Sexwale addressed journalists after a meeting with his newly elected provincial members of the 
executive council (MECs). 
 

He noted that the outcomes of Monday’s discussions with the MECs, would be taken to Tuesday’s 
Cabinet Lekgotla, and would inform the President’s State of the Nation address next week.  

 
The MECs would then meet again to shape the future strategy of the department, and move from 
province to province to investigate the work progressing in each. 
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